Letter for Requesting An Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE):  When A Parent
Disagrees With Any Evaluation The School District Completed On Their Child
Note to Parents:  With this letter I have included a copy of the Procedural Safeguards from IDEA that explain your right to have an Independent Educational Evaluation.  Scroll to the end of this letter, to page two, to see it.  While we would hope school personnel would be familiar with the law, this isn’t always the case.  So, in a continuing attempt to help them out, send page two with your letter.  You can email your letter, but I always recommend that you send a hard copy through regular mail as well. Sending the letter certified mail, return receipt requested, adds an extra measure of documentation.
Date
Principal

School Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip   
Dear [Mr./Ms. Principal Name],
This letter hereby notifies you that I am in disagreement with the psycho educational evaluation completed on my child, [child’s name].  The evaluation is dated [insert date] and was completed by [insert name of school psychologist who completed evaluation].  I disagree with the evaluation because my child continues to struggle and I do not believe this evaluation was a thorough and comprehensive evaluation of my child’s needs.    

In addition, I am in disagreement with the [speech, OT, PT, functional behavior assessment] evaluation that was completed on  [insert date] by [name of therapist] for the same reason mentioned above.
Therefore, I am requesting an Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) for the above evaluations.    I am requesting that [specify person to do private evaluation] do the IEE.  Their phone number is [phone number] .  Attached is a copy of the section of the Procedurals Safeguards of IDEA which outlines my rights as a parent to make this request.
Thank you for your help.   I look forward to hearing from the district as soon as possible so that these evaluations can move forward without unnecessary delay.
Sincerely,

[Parent Name]
[Address]
[City, State, Zip]
[Phone]
Enclosure

Procedural Safeguards as Stipulated in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EVALUATIONS 
34 CFR §300.502 General 
As described below, you have the right to obtain an independent educational evaluation (IEE) of your child if you disagree with the evaluation of your child that was obtained by your school district. If you request an IEE, the school district must provide you with information about where you may obtain an IEE and about the school district’s criteria that apply to IEEs. 

Definitions 
Independent educational evaluation (IEE) means an evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner who is not employed by the school district responsible for the education of your child. 

Public expense means that the school district either pays for the full cost of the evaluation or ensures that the evaluation is otherwise provided at no cost to you. 

Parent right to evaluation at public expense 
You have the right to an IEE of your child at public expense if you disagree with an evaluation of your child obtained by your school district, subject to the following conditions: 

1. If you request an IEE of your child at public expense, your school district must, without unnecessary delay, either: (a) Provide an IEE at public expense, or (b) File a due process hearing request to show that its evaluation of your child is appropriate; unless the school district demonstrates in a hearing that the evaluation of your child that you obtained did not meet the school district’s criteria. 

2. If your school district requests a hearing and the final decision is that your school district’s evaluation of your child is appropriate, you still have the right to an IEE, but not at public expense. 

3. If you request an IEE of your child, the school district may ask why you object to the evaluation of your child obtained by your school district. However, your school district may not require an explanation and may not unreasonably delay either providing the IEE of your child at public expense or filing a due process complaint to request a due process hearing to defend the school district’s evaluation of your child. 

You are entitled to only one IEE of your child at public expense each time your school district conducts an evaluation of your child with which you disagree. 

Parent-initiated evaluations 
If you obtain an IEE of your child at public expense or you share with the school district an evaluation of your child that you obtained at private expense:

1. Your school district must consider the results of the evaluation of your child, if it meets the school district’s criteria for IEEs, in any decision made with respect to the provision of a FAPE to your child; and 
2. You or your school district may present the evaluation as evidence at a due process hearing regarding your child. 

Requests for evaluations by hearing officers 
If a hearing officer requests an IEE of your child as part of a due process hearing, the cost of the evaluation must be at public expense. 

School district criteria 
If an IEE is at public expense, the criteria under which the evaluation is obtained, including the location of the evaluation and the qualifications of the examiner, must be the same as the criteria that the school district uses when it initiates an evaluation (to the extent those criteria are consistent with your right to an independent educational evaluation). Except for the criteria described above, a school district may not impose conditions or timelines related to obtaining an IEE at public expense. 

